The Trails
The Flour Mill – The Red Trail
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A circular and easy-going trail alongside river tributaries and flour mill
remnants, in the shade of majestic willow trees and lush vegetation. The trail,
which begins and ends at the flour mill site, winds towards the center of the
ever-flowing Jordan River. Hikers on this trail can observe pond turtles, fish and
different species of waterfowl in the area.
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A very easy-going trail, perfect for families and seniors, with a shaded path, lined
with water flora and reeds. The trail is a circular path that starts at the flour
mills inside a water canal that is 150 meters/ 500 feet long and ends in a cave
of reeds.
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A Little Wet – The Purple Trail

ng
Fishi

Walking time: ~30 minutes | Trail length: 1,100 meters / 0.68 miles
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Walking time: 15 minutes | Trail length: 400 meters / 0.25 miles

The Aqueducts – The Yellow Trail

The circular trail inside the ancient city passes through the old city gate and
leads to a beautiful observation point overlooking the Sea of Galilee and the
Bethsaida Valley.
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The Mishpeh Spring flows at the foot of Tel Beithsaida.
The hiking trail is adjacent to the spring. In the summer, fish and pond turtles
are easy to spot. The trail is wheel chair accessible.

Beithsaida – The Black Trail
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Mishpeh Spring – The Orange Trail

Walking time: 10 minutes in each direction | Trail length: 250 meters/
0.15 miles

Flour Mill Trail
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The View – The Blue Trail

Walking time: 1.5 hours | Trail length: 1,800 meters / 1.19 miles
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Walking time: 1.5 hours | Trail length: 2,200 meters / 1.37 miles
The circular trail begins at the flour mill and then climbs upwards through the
pastures for a magnificent, panoramic observation point of the Jordan River as it
branches out into many smaller tributaries and finally reconnects into two main
channels on the east and west.
The east channel is adjacent to the park and supplies water to the aqueduct and
the flour mills. The winding descent back down to the park follows the river as it
gets closer and closer;
the trail ends back in the park, at the 600-meter / 650-yard-long aqueduct,
surrounded by lush vegetation. Remnants of an additional aqueduct and the
ruins of a flour mill can be observed on the way.
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This pleasant walking trail along the river's tributaries, in the shade of willow trees,
water flora and reeds passes by an ancient sycamore tree, planted hundreds of years
ago.
The trail begins in the southwest section of the park, on a small bridge near the
Eucalyptus Grove and ends at the flour mill. The path connects to the Red Trail and
the end of the Blue Trail. Hiking on the trail is possible in or alongside the aqueduct.
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The hiking trail passes through the ancient city and old city gate, leading to a
beautiful observation point overlooking the Sea of Galilee and the Bethsaida
Valley. The trail continues to the foot of the Tel until the Mishpeh Spring for a
brief splash in the water and then back to Tel Bethsaida.
Walking time: 1 hour | Trail length: 1,000 meters / 0.62 miles
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Walking time: 25 minutes | Trail length: 500 meters / 0.31 miles

The Long Trail to the Mishpeh Spring

Picnic Tables

Safety Rules – Instructions and conditions for entrance | to the Jordan River Park and Beithsaida
Keep the park clean. Discard waste in trash bins only | It is forbidden
to bring amplifying systems on site. Keep noise to a minimum | Glass
bottles are prohibited throughout the park | Keep your ticket (receipt)

for inspection upon exiting the park | Swimming in the Jordan River, the
Mishpeh Spring, and the flour mills is prohibited | Fires may only be lit
in specially designated areas | Never leave hot coals on site. Dispose of

The beginning of bicycle trail
Abukayak-Kayaks, rafting
and attractions

coals in the designated receptacles | Dogs are allowed in the park only
if they are on a leash and led by their owners | Conserve water - Turn
off the water taps after use.

Bicycle Trail

Ancient settlements in proximity to the park left behind
interesting antiquities that were excavated and preserved by
the JNF. The Bathyha Ruins, located in the northern section
of the park, hold one of the largest collections of flour mills
in all of Israel. The mills all used chutes, powered by water
pressure that was and still is the most available energy in
the area. The water was directed through channels to the
chutes, that narrowed upon descent and ended in a bucketwheel that was operated by the water pressure to turn the
millstone. The upper millstone (the runner stone) turned
on its axis above the lower, stationary base (the bed stone),
and in between, the grains of wheat were ground into flour.
These flour mills were in use until 1967, for as long as the
village was inhabited.
In the seventies, two of the mills were reconstructed. Aside
from the flour mills, sections of the village orchards also
remain, and every summer, pomegranates, figs and grapes
grow wild in the area.

Tel Beithsaida
and Ein Mishpeh
The southeastern section of the park is the site of the
Bethsaida Ruins. This site is identified as the village
of Julius (in honor of Julia, the wife of Augustus). This
village was ruled by Philippos, son of Herod and he is even
buried there. Hidden away on the southern side of the
archeological site is the beautiful Ein Mishpeh Spring, a
true delight to wade in its sparkling clear water. Bethsaida
is known throughout the Christian world as the Jewish
settlement in which three disciples of Jesus were born:
Peter, Andrew and Philip. Here, Jesus miraculously restored
a blind man's sight and according to tradition, here he
miraculously fed five thousand men at the village port on
the banks of the Sea of Galilee. (Over time, a different
rendition of tradition marked the site of Tabgha, with the
Church of the Multiplication of the Loaves and Fish, as the
site of the miracle.)

The Jordan River Park
encompasses an area of over 250 acres on the northern
side of the Sea of Galilee, alongside one of the main and
most eastern tributaries of the Jordan River.
The park is the perfect site for visitors to hike and enjoy
nature at its best. The park is fully accessible, with wellequipped campsites along the riverbanks and nearby
springs, enchanting alcoves and natural, wild landscapes.
The park offers a variety of hiking trails for the entire
family with picnic areas, playgrounds and public
restrooms available on site.
The park welcomes overnight campers, offering campsite
pitches for private tents, caravan lots with electric/water
hookups, a Bedouin tent, and camping rooms for families
or group leaders.

Visitors will enjoy hiking on comfortable walking trails
alongside the tributaries of the Jordan River,
in the shade of willow trees, reeds and water flora.

Nature at Its Best

Night audiovisual experience
You are invited to experience a star-lit nighttime experience
that will take you on a walk to the captivating and secret
corners of the Jordan River Park. As darkness falls, the
Jordan River Park comes to life. The animals get ready to
party, and you are the guests!
Suitable for the entire family.
Trail Length: ~1.5 kg / ~1 mile | The trail is circular

Accessibility

In 2009, the Jordan River Park was made accessible to the disabled,
with a number of accessible seating areas, hiking paths and bridges,
shops and accessible restrooms. In addition, the park offers accessible
accommodations for groups who wish to spent the night on site.
The Jordan River Park, managed by the Golan Economic Corporation,
places great importance on the accessibility of the park for disabled
individuals. The realization of this goal was made possible by assistance
from the National Insurance, the Israel Government Tourist Corporation,
the Jewish National Fund and the Access Israel Association with help from
the Ted Arison Foundation.
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Flour Mills

The bicycle trail is a circular path. It passes through the excavations
at Bethsaida, continues to the flowing springs through the nature
reserve with a magnificent view of the Northern Jordan River and its
tributaries, and then back to the park via the ancient aqueducts. The
trail combines off-road cycling on flat ground with challenging steep
grade ascents and is suited for single-track cyclers and families.
The trail was developed by the JNF in cooperation with the Nature
and Parks Authority and the Economic Corporation of the Golan
Settlements.
Trail Length: 8 km / 5 miles
Cycling Direction: Clockwise
The trail is circular
Difficulty: Easy to Moderate
Recommended Season for Cycling: All year round
Cyclist Starting Point: At the park entrance, near the park offices.
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Tel: +972-4-6923422 | Fax: +972-4-6923536
yarden@megolan.org.il

www.parkyarden.co.il

